
The Three Proposals 
 

Campus Planning downplay the value of the Farm 
by basing their understanding of South Campus on 
data that predates current Farm operations.  

 

◊ 3 physical layout options for South Campus are 
currently being presented. All three options propose 
reducing the Farm’s size to 7-8 ha  

◊ Option 1 & 2 propose moving the Farm onto land
with non-agricultural soils. 

◊ All of the options eliminate the buffer, destroying
the Farm’s ecosystem, upon which the Farm 
depends.  

◊ All three options pit student housing against 
the Farm. THERE IS ROOM FOR BOTH! 

◊ None of the options address the proposed 
doubling of academic buildings, nor the desired 
increase in market housing. 

 

 

 

Consultation Information and Feedback 

www.campusplan.ubc.ca 

or, send a letter to Stephen Toope 

Voice Your Concerns 
T 

The consultation forms offer some opportunities for 
written comments. Possible requests to the university 
include: 

• Retaining UBC Farm in the current location in 
South Campus where soils have been improved for 
40 years 

• Protecting UBC Farm’s current land base (24 
hectares), allowing it to retain a relevant scale for 
sustainable production agriculture 

• Preservation of the significant wildlife corridors on 
all sides of the Farm, serving as integral habitat and 
a part of the larger agro-ecosystem 

• That UBC commit to a transparent planning process 
showing how current options were derived from 
previous consultations. 

 
 
Consultation Process 
Fill out the consultation forms  
(campusplan.ubc.ca) explaining how this 
process is inadequate for dealing with the 
Farm. 
 
 
Send a letter  
Explaining the inadequacy of the consultations
(Mailed letters have greater impact) 
 
Stephen Toope, President of UBC  
103 - 6328 Memorial Rd, Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z2 
stephen.toope@ubc.ca 
 
Stephen Owen, VP, External, Legal and Community        
Relations, University of British Columbia                 
6328 Memorial Road, Vancouver BC V6T 1Z2 
stephen.owen@ubc.ca 

Make sure to CC: 
UBC Farm 
2357 Main Mall, Vancouver, BC, V6T 1Z4 
 

 
& The UBC Planning Process 

UBC Campus Planning is currently 
soliciting feedback on 3 options for 
the future of UBC Farm land.  All 
three options shrink the Farm and 
destroy the Farm’s dependent 
ecosystem. 
This brochure outlines the current 
UBC planning consultation process 
and the UBC Farm  
 

The last working Farmland 
in Vancouver 

Get Informed - Get Involved  
UBC Farm website                               
www.landfood.ubc.ca/ubcFarm.htm 

Friends of the UBC Farm 
www.ams.ubc.ca/clubs/friendsubcFarm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Public Consultations 
◊ Phase 1-3 of the planning process never once 
explicitly mentioned the UBC Farm.  Students, 
staff, faculty, and community wrote letters and sent 
feedback highlighting the importance of the Farm. 
Where has that feedback been used in the decision 
making process? 

◊ Spring ’08 UBC public policy workshops came 
out overwhelmingly in favor of the Farm. However 
the official report of those workshops is still not 
available. 

◊ The UBC Farm is a unique institution 
necessitating a consultation process that explicitly 
addresses its potential contributions to regional 
sustainability and campus life in the future.  This 
is not being achieved through the current process. 

Spring '08 Design Workshops 
◊ Where are the results from the spring 
workshops? 

◊ Phase 4, involved invitational design workshops 
with acclaimed local and international planners and 
designers. Design limitations were imposed on 
workshop participants that required them to 
significantly cut and/or move the Farm’s land base. 
Participants were frustrated and voiced their 
opinion to keep the Farm. 

◊ The workshops were instructed to double the 
floorspace of academic buildings, yet they were 
also told to reduce the Farm to 2 ha. Most 
participants of the workshop offered design 
solutions that could meet the target of doubling the 
academic floorspace without touching the Farm. 

Who uses the Farm? 
◊ Students and Faculty from 14 out of 26 UBC 

Faculties and Schools participate in academic 
activities at the Farm. 

◊ Youth education at the Farm (the 
Intergenerational Landed Learning Project, 
Farm Discovery Tours, and Farm Wonders Day 
Camp) provides hands-on experiences for 
hundreds of urban children each year to connect 
with the source of food. 

◊ The UBC Farm is a site of community health 
initiatives and land-based rituals for local First 
Nations and Indigenous Central Americans 
through the academically linked Urban 
Aboriginal Community Kitchen Garden Project 
and the Mayan Garden. 

◊ Approximately 750 students and community 
members provided over 4,800 hours of 
volunteer service in 2006. 

◊ The Farm had over 20,000 visitors in 2007 that 
came to learn, research, volunteer, purchase 
produce, and enjoy the beauty of one of 
Vancouver’s natural gems. 

◊ The Farm provides the sole opportunity in 
Canada for urban university students to gain 
practical experience within an on-campus 
production-scale organic Farm. 

◊ The Farm attracts students from all over the 
world, in a variety of disciplines, and is a unique
local facility for undergraduate research and 
experiential learning. 

◊ Over 2,000 students from 41 UBC credit 
courses utilized the Farm for course content in 
2007 

 

Why a 24 hectare Farm? 
Campus Planning suggests that the Farm is 4.6 
hectares and that they are doubling the size to 8 
hectares.   
The reality is that the UBC Farm is 24 hectares, 
which includes the intensively cultivated field areas
(4.6 hectares) and 19.4 hectares of classroom 
space, tractor turnaround space, forest buffer areas, 
processing/ plant propagation/ storage/ teaching 
buildings, roadways, hedgerows, wetlands, and 
forest buffer. 
 
Saying that the Farm can effectively operate with 
4.6 hectares of fields, or even 8 hectares, is like 
saying that UBC is just a collection of classrooms. 
 

A Growing Farm 
on A Shrinking Land? 

The Farm's data shows that for the past 8 years, 
the Farm has grown 50% annually, with respect 
to:  
• number of students using the Farm for 

credit,  
• number of student and faculty research 

projects,  
• number of visitors to the Farm each year,  
• Farm market revenues, and  
• amount of cultivated fieldspace.  
 
All the three options offered in phase 4 of UBC 
Vancouver Campus Plan shrink the Farm to a 
third of its current size.  

 

 
Local community members and the Friends of the Farm, a 
constituted club of UBC’s Alma Mater Society, produced this 
brochure. This is not intended to represent the views of the UBC 
Faculty of Land and Food Systems. 


